HONORS ENGLISH 3: 2019-2020
Instructor: K. Laroche

Course Description:

This course will encompass all aspects of an English course and will focus primarily on British literature (as well as culture and history).  We will study literature, grammar, and writing, as well as some visual and performing arts.  We will read, discuss, research, think, and write.  There will be homework most nights because homework assignments will help us maximize our time together.  You will be expected to complete these assignments, and I will not assign more than you can do in the time allowed.  A more detailed list of topics we will cover will come later.  Because this is an honors-level course, I will be expecting higher-level work, which I know you can all do!
Classroom Expectations:

· Show respect:  This is self-explanatory and includes the teacher, your classmates, any guests or substitutes, yourself, the classroom, and others’ property.  Disrespect will be taken very seriously.  I want all of you to feel comfortable to pursue the best education you can in this classroom.  This does not mean there will not be arguments.  In fact, I encourage arguments about the subject matter; listening to differing opinions helps us to learn and grow.  This, however, does not give you the right to attack the person, but you can attack the argument, so long as your argument is well-supported.

· Try your best:  I have high expectations for and endeavor to challenge all my students and expect you to always be working hard and striving for your best performance.

· Be prepared:  You should have a notebook and folder (or 3-ring binder) devoted solely to this course, which you will bring to class with you every day.  You should also have a writing utensil (or two) and any texts we are using that day.  I will do random notebook and/or book checks throughout the year.  I also expect you to have done the reading and any other homework for the day before you come to class so that you are ready to participate and learn.  And, yes, reading IS homework you need to complete.
· Be responsible:  You are responsible for your own education.  You are responsible for turning in assignments on time.  Also, if you must miss class, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and make up the work.  I will not hunt you down for missing assignments.  You should take the initiative to check Impact/Gradebook and come to me.  If you miss a quiz or test, it is your responsibility to schedule a make-up in a timely manner (no more than one week from original date).  Unless otherwise noted or discussed, all major assignments are due on the due date NO MATTER WHAT!

· Show integrity: This means that you take pride in your work and are honest in all that you do.  I expect all papers to be typed and presented in a professional manner.  This is also where plagiarism is addressed.  I WILL NOT TOLERATE ANY FORM OF PLAGIARISM OR CHEATING.  We will discuss what plagiarism is in more depth later.  Plagiarism and cheating will result in a 0% for the assignment and possible disciplinary action.  Please do not even try to steal someone else’s work.  Take pride in what you can do, which in most cases is better than anything you could find online or from someone else.  

· Finally, have fun and think creatively!  This course will be a lot of work, but it should also be enjoyable.

Learning Expectations:

Students will be able to:

· Think critically.  Be prepared to argue, to defend your argument, and to use specific examples from the literature and culture in which it was produced.

· Present their ideas (written and oral) in correct, coherent language.

· Read, interpret and evaluate the context of cultural, historical and philosophical materials and the relationship to literary ideas, periods and genres.

· Draw comparisons and contrasts between literary pieces, genres and time periods.

General Course Outline:


Quarter 1:  “Intro to Poetry” and “Self” (textual analysis)

Quarter 2:  “Reason” and “Nature” (textual analysis)

Quarter 3:  “Society,” “Freedom/Power,” and Research (rhetorical analysis, argument and synthesis)

Quarter 4:  “Freedom/Power,” “Self-Identity,” and Research (synthesis, argument, narrative writing)
Evaluation:

Your grade will be based on grades on three categories:
· 45% Formative assessments (HW, GW, shorter writing assignments, quizzes, etc.)
· 40% Summative assessments (essays, projects, tests, etc.)
· 15% Speaking, Listening, and Classwork (discussions, annotations, bell-ringers, exit slips, etc.)
Grading scale


A  90-100


C  70-79


F  59 or below

B  80-89



D  60-69




Missing and Late Work Policy:
To possibly receive full credit on any assignment it must be turned in on time (BOTH the physical copy and a digital copy to Turnitin.com if required)!  If either submission is late, the assignment will be considered late, and late work will be penalized by 50%.  If you are absent you will have the number of days you were out to complete any missing work (i.e. if you are out only one day the work will be due the day after you return; if you are out an entire week, you will have an additional week to complete the missing work).  If you miss a quiz or a test you will have one week from the original date of the quiz or test to make it up.  Failure to make up a quiz or test in this allotted time will result in a zero.  Please remember that it is YOUR responsibility to get the missing assignments from me or a classmate and to know if you have missed a quiz or test!  I update Gradebook and my website frequently, so there is no excuse for not knowing if you are missing work.  Also, if you are missing any assignments, you cannot receive extra credit.  

Attendance Policy:
Students who are present in class (mentally and physically) every day tend to achieve better grades.  To get the most out of this class, you should be in class – and on time – every day.  I expect you to be in class and ready to go when the bell rings.  Attendance (physical and mental) will affect your participation grade commensurately.  Finally, to avoid receiving unexcused absences on your file, please follow the appropriate procedures with the Attendance Office.  Unexcused absences will result in a zero for any work done in class that day, including tests, quizzes, or essays, without the opportunity to make these assignments up.

Permits:

I will not sign a permit for you to miss class if you are currently failing.  If you have a D, signing a permit is at my discretion.  You cannot afford to miss class if you are not doing well academically.  I may also not sign a permit if you are missing assignments.  Do your work; do it well; do it on time.

Electronics Policy:
Cell phones:  There is no need to have your cell phone on in class.  If you do decide to bring a cell phone to class, I should not know you have it.  This means that I don’t see it, and I don’t hear it.  If I do, I will take it.  Be forewarned: I have x-ray vision for phones…just ask my previous students. Regarding earbuds and such: unplug them from your ears, and put them away.  End of story.
Food:
In general, eating in class should be kept to a minimum and should not be distracting.  If you feel you absolutely need to eat in class because you are extremely hungry, you should be eating something healthy.  No junk food.  Also, you may have drinks with lids that close tightly but no open containers, including fast food cups with straws and flimsy lids.  Please avoid bringing entire meals to eat in class.  Finally, I expect you to leave absolutely no food trash on or around your desk.

Materials:
For this class you are required to have a folder and a spiral notebook OR a binder in which you can keep notes, vocab and handouts just for this class.  You are expected to provide your own pens/pencils, paper, notebook and folder/binder.  If you are having trouble acquiring any of these please let me know ASAP.  You will receive books from me if you paid the Book Fee at QuickStart; if not, you will be required to get these texts on your own.  Some texts will be provided as handouts, and once they are distributed they become the student’s responsibility.  Other texts will be available on Google Classroom (join code: 72hmxu), and students will be responsible for printing these.  Please try not to lose these handouts; I don’t want to harm the environment more than is necessary.  Also, organization is a key to success!

Instructor Info:
I am here for you and am very willing to meet with you regarding any aspect of this class.  I generally have 2nd, 4th, and 8th periods free, but you should schedule a meeting ahead of time for these periods.  Before and after-school availability is limited because of my involvement in LT athletics and drama.  That said, if you need to meet with me, we will figure something out.  If you need to contact me outside of school, the best way to reach me is via email at kelaroche1@cps.edu.
